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AI Agents Are 
Here. Is Your 
API Portfolio 
Ready?
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In today’s enterprise landscape, AI 
agents are no longer theoretical — 
they’re actively being deployed to 
automate internal workflows, assist 
employees, and serve as customer-
facing interfaces. But unlike human 
developers, these agents don’t guess, 
infer, or explore. They require 
structured, semantically rich, and 
machine-readable APIs to reason, plan, 
and act autonomously.

The problem? Most enterprise APIs weren’t designed 
with AI in mind. They may be usable for developers, but 
lack the clarity, consistency, and metadata needed for 
AI agents to reliably consume and act on them. Worse, 
the push to support AI use cases can create more API 
chaos — spawning duplicate APIs, disconnected 
documentation, and fragmented governance.



The stakes are high. Enterprises that fail to adapt will 
face slower innovation cycles, fragmented automation 
efforts, and missed opportunities to differentiate 
through AI.



Don’t let legacy API design hold your AI strategy back.
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The Shift to Machine-Consumable APIs
At digitalML, we're helping the world’s largest companies build AI-ready, 
enterprise-grade API portfolios. This paper kicks off our new series focused on 
making your APIs not just AI-compatible, but AI-consumable — starting with the 
10 must-haves.

1 Good Documentation

Documentation is now a first class citizen. 
Leverage well-defined specifications such as 
OpenAPI to their fullest - including examples, 
summaries, error codes, and descriptions - to 
ensure AI agents and developers can both 
understand your APIs.

2
Two Views, One API: 
Prevent Portfolio Sprawl

To avoid more API chaos, it is preferable to 
have two consumer views of the API 
documentation and metadata rather than to 
create and manage two different API portfolios.  
One API, tailored experiences for agents and 
developers.

Top 10 Requirements for AI-Consumable APIs

Use a vendor neutral catalog with lifecycle 
capabilities to get all your APIs in one place, 
prioritize the ones you want to enhance, and 
manage the process of enhancement and 
consumption.  AI-readiness requires new lifecycle 
stages and promotion criteria. Not every API is 
ready for automation.

3
Centralize to Strategize: One 
Catalog for All Your APIs

Use GenAI to help accelerate the API 
documentation enhancement, but make sure the 
process is well managed and secure. For example, 
you may want to automatically redact sensitive 
elements of your APIs before giving them to an AI 
augmentation engine. Consider standardizing your 
prompts to GenAI engines for enhancements, and 
also factor in the associated costs of using these 
tools.

4
AI-Enhanced Documentation
—Securely and Smartly
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To avoid runaway costs, shadow integrations, and 
support issues build in the ability to track and audit 
agentic AI usage of your APIs.

7
Control Agentic Costs: Monitor 
Usage from Day One

Governance and adherence to your enterprise API 
compliance standards is even more critical with Agentic 
AI consumption. Get something wrong and you can’t 
revoke it once the LLMs have digested it! Make sure 
governance is built into your API development process, 
ideally in a way that minimizes friction.

8
Governance Matters More 
with AI Agents

Start with a small expert team leveraging powerful 
productivity tooling that can automate the 
enhancement, governance, and lifecycle of your APIs – 
don’t hand off manual work to your developers. 

9
Start Small, Scale Smart: Equip 
an Expert API Task Force

This space is fast moving and standards like MCP and 
A2A are developing but not fast enough to wait for. Pick 
tooling that makes sure you don’t get left behind but 
that also has the flexibility to pivot later without legacy 
drag.

10
Don’t Wait for Standards—
Future-Proof While Moving Fast

The jury is out on whether you need a separate 
Agentic AI gateway instance  and / or a separate 
Agentic AI portal. Keep your options open and start 
experimenting and learning. Composing 
capabilities, not just endpoints, with the right 
catalog connected to your gateways and epos, this 
should be easy and flexible.

5
Agentic Gateways? Portals? 
Stay Flexible.

Segment what internal copilots can use versus 
external agents.

6 Enable Controlled Exposure



How digitalML Helps
Preparing your APIs for AI agent consumption isn’t a matter of tweaking documentation - it’s a strategic 
transformation of your API portfolio.   

 That’s where the ignite Platform from digitalML comes in.  

The ignite Platform is purpose-built to help large enterprises evolve from fragmented, developer-centric APIs 
to AI-ready, enterprise-grade API portfolios that are consistent, discoverable, and secure. Our proven platform 
is used in some of the largest highly regulated enterprises in the world. Having multiple consumers for the 
same API is a natural part of how ignite was designed.
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 API Discovery



Move beyond simple search to 
discover APIs using multiple 
views including taxonomy and 
application

 Enterprise Compliance



Align your APIs to your 
enterprise and regulatory 
standards, not just runtime 
governance policies

 API Organization  

Organize your API inventory 
against business capabilities, 
industry models, and 
applications

 Reusability Scoring



Find reuse candidates and easily 
curate them to gold standard 
and promote to portals for better 
efficiency

 API Insights  

Instantly understand your API 
inventory health including 
security risks, reuse candidates, 
and overall maturity

 AI Augmentation



Securely augment API metadata 
and documentation with 
generative AI built-in

 Tailored Portals  

Expose APIs to relevant 
consumer groups including 
internal, external, and AI agents 
without manual upkeep

 Configurable Governance



Leverage lifecycle-specific 
governance levels to support all 
types of API

 Automated Lifecycle



Cut out manual and error-prone 
processes across the API 
lifecycle including versioning

https://www.digitalml.com/ignite-platform/


With ignite, your APIs don’t just exist — they become capability-first digital assets that AI agents and human 
developers can discover, understand, and act on reliably. That means�

� Faster time to automatio�
� Increased API reus�
� Higher ROI from AI initiative�
� And reduced risk from inconsistent or undocumented services
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 Full Lineage



Visualize and manage 
dependencies at both the API 
and application level

 Change Management



Ensure well-governed change 
and understand the impact of 
change and new versions

 Team Enablement  

Empower the core API team, 
product teams, and engineering 
teams to deliver more quickly

 Ecosystem Connectors



Connect seamlessly to repos, 
API gateways, portals, iPaaS and 
other apps like Splunk and 
ServiceNow

 Built In Flexibility  

Unique abstraction technology 
to support migration and 
modernization

 Deployment Integration



Integrate with your existing 
deployment process to keep 
your catalog and portals up to 
date with changes made outside 
ignite

Ready to see how your APIs score on AI-readiness?
 

Book a demo of the ignite Platform

https://www.digitalml.com/book-a-demo/
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